21st Century Revolutions: Theory and Interpretations 

Syllabus 

This course will critically examine the on-going ‘Arab Spring’ in order to better place the current social and political upheavals throughout North Africa into context. It will also briefly examine other crucial current events such as the recent riots throughout the UK in order to give the students a broader perspective. Given our proximity to the events, which are still continuing to unfold, it is not possible to fully understand what is taking place, nor will it be possible for some time. Therefore this course will focus on an examination of the different interpretations of the events from a variety of state and non-state actors as well as from prominent intellectuals and political commentators. By doing so we will be better armed to see how (and to what ends) the different players’ identities are being created. This will enable us to not only better understand the current events, but to also have a better understanding of future social and political movements. 

COURSE AIMS

The main aims of the module are:

· To explore the relationship between media and state and non-state actors and formations of identity and how this impacts public opinion and governmental policy.

· To outline and examine theoretical frameworks and debates related to the current events in North Africa.

· To encourage debate and critical reflection on the politics of representation and interpretation 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On successful completion of the module students will be able to:

· Show a familiarity with concepts and theories covered.

· Demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which political and social upheavals can be analysed.

· Examine some of the ways in which identity is constructed in political discourse.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment Strategy

The primary element of assessment in this module is a take home essay of 1500 words. The essay will critically address one of a predetermined set of questions. The questions are designed to assess your ability to utilise skills of research, planning and argument; to develop skills of written presentation with regard to structure and academic style; and to examine your knowledge and understanding of concepts and issues in relation to the analysis of the different interpretations of social and political uprisings and movements. In addition to the easy each student will be required to give one class presentation covering a given week’s topic which will count for 10% of the total grade.  
Assessment Criteria

The following criteria will be used to mark your assessments. 

1. Preparation skills: Reading and researching – Evidence of self-directed research into area

   beyond the material explored in the taught sessions 

2. Knowledge skills: these have been broken down under learning outcomes 

3. Argumentation skills: structure of the essay, appropriately informed and supported

  argument; understanding of key debates, developments, issues, etc.

4. Critical skills: Critical engagement both with key reading and with a wide range of further
   academic reading, Awareness of competing explanations as well as strengths and limitations

   of these explanations; ability to apply theory to actual situations where appropriate 

5. Expressive skills: Presentation, use of appropriate academic style in relation to references,
  bibliography, quotes etc., clarity of expression, the general style of writing (i.e. clarity and

  fluency of the arguments) 

Attendance 
Given that this is an accelerated course it is absolutely vital that you do not miss any classes. Beyond the school’s attendance policy, any student who has more than 3 unexcused absences will receive a 15% reduction from their final grade.  
Learning outcomes and assessment

The learning outcomes are assessed in the following way:
1) Show a familiarity with the concepts and theories discussed in class.

2) Demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which forms of political and media representation can be analysed.
3) Examine some of the ways in which identity is constructed and explored in political and media discourses  

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE 

Lesson 1: Introduction and Methodology 

Required reading: 

Ayubi, Nazih N. "The Middle East and the State Debate: A Conceptual Framework." Over-stating the Arab State: Politics and Society in the Middle East. London: I. B. Tauris, 2006. pp. 1-37. 

Hansen, Lene. "Discourse Analysis, Identity, and Foreign Policy." Security as Practice: Discourse Analysis and the Bosnian War. London: Routledge, 2006. pp. 17-36. 

Lesson 2: Background of the region  

Required reading:

Ayubi, Nazih N. "Conclusion: the 'Strong', the 'Hard', and the 'Fierce'." Over-stating the Arab State: Politics and Society in the Middle East. London: I. B. Tauris, 2006. pp. 447-459. 

Further reading:

Ayubi, Nazih N. "Economic Liberalization and Privatization: Is the Arab State Contracting?." Over-stating the Arab State: Politics and Society in the Middle East. London: I. B. Tauris, 2006. pp. 329-395. 

SADIKI, LARBI. "Bin Ali's Tunisia: Democracy by Non-Democratic Means." British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 25 (2002): pp. 57-78. 

Lesson 3 Liberal interpretations 

Required reading:

Doyle, Michael, “Kant, Liberal Legacies, and Foreign Affairs, Part I,” Philosophy and

Public Affairs, vol. 12, no. 3 (Summer, 1983), pp. 205-235. 

Doyle, Michael, “Kant, Liberal Legacies, and Foreign Affairs, Part II,” Philosophy and

Public Affairs, vol. 12, no. 4 (Autumn, 1983), pp. 323-353.

Zakaria, Fareed. "A New Middle East." Time 1 May 2011. Web. <http://www.fareedzakaria.com/home/Articles/Entries/2011/5/1_When_Terror_Loses_its_Grip_2.html>. 

Zakaria, Fareed. "How Democracy Can Work in the Middle East ." Time 3 Feb. 2011. Web. <http://www.fareedzakaria.com/home/Articles/Entries/2011/2/3_How_Russia_Created_Its_Own_Islamic_Terrorism_Problem_2.html>. 

Zakaria, Fareed. "Regent Studios 8 Andrews Road London E8 4QN." Washington Post 24 Feb. 2011. Opinions. Washngton Post. Web. <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/02/23/AR2011022303232.html>. 

Lesson 4: (Neo)conservative interpretations 

Required reading:

Kristol, Irwing. "The Neoconservative Persuasion." Ed. Irwin Stelzer. Neoconservatism. London: Atlantic, 2004. pp. 31-38. 

Kristol, William. "Obama's Moment in the Middle East - and at Home." The Washington Post 23 Feb. 2011. The Washington Post. Web. <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/02/22/AR2011022203763.html>.  

William Kristol talking about the Arab Spring on Fox News from Sunday April 24, 2011. Found online at: http://www.foreignpolicyi.org/content/fpi-director-william-kristol-discussed-arab-spring-protests-424s-fox-news-sunday-0 

Fukuyama interview with Agenda, May 15, 2011 http://agendablog.dk/?p=859 

Further reading:

Drury, Shadia. "Straussians in Washington." Leo Strauss and the American Right. London: Macmillian, 1999. pp. 1-29. 

Kristol, William, and Robert Kagan. "National Interest and Global Responsibility." Ed. Irwin Stelzer. Neoconservatism. London: Atlantic, 2004. pp. 55-74. 

Lesson 5 'Western' Government and Inter-Governmental Organizations 

Required reading:

Declaration of the G8 on the Arab Spring. Issue brief. G20-G8. 26 May 2011. Web. <http://www.g20-g8.com/g8-g20/g8/english/live/news/declaration-of-the-g8-on-the-arab-springs.1316.html>.  

Obama's speech on Egypt and the Arab Spring, available to watch online at: http://globalpublicsquare.blogs.cnn.com/2011/05/22/fareeds-take-egypt-still-isnt-free/ 

Lesson 6 Critical interpretations 1: Noam Chomsky, Simon Critchley and Judith Butler 

Required reading:

Chomsky, Noam. "It's Not Radical Islam That Worries the US -- It's Independence." Comment Is Free. The Guardian, 4 Feb. 2011. Web. <http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/cifamerica/2011/feb/04/radical-islam-united-states-independence>.  

Chomsky, Noam. "The Arab World Is on Fire." In These Times. 2 Feb. 2011. Web. <http://inthesetimes.com/article/6911/the_arab_world_is_on_fire/>. 

"Humiliation and Hope: Alfredo Jaar and Simon Critchley in Conversation." Mute Magazine. 30 Mar. 2011. Web. <http://www.metamute.org/en/articles/a_conversation_between_simon_critchley_and_alfredo_jaar>. 

Schneider, Nathan. "Implicated and Enraged: an Interview with Judith Butler." The Immanent Frame. 1 Apr. 2011. Web. <http://blogs.ssrc.org/tif/2011/04/01/implicated-and-enraged-an-interview-with-judith-butler/>. 

Lesson 7 Critical interpretations 2: Zizek and Badiou contra Weslati 

Required reading:

Badiou, Alain. "Tunisia, Egypt . .The Universal Reach of Popular Uprisings." Trans. Antonio Cuccu. The Symptom (2011). Web. <http://www.lacan.com/thesymptom/?page_id=1031>. 

Hallward, Peter. "Subject and Event." Badiou: a Subject to Truth. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, 2003. pp. 107-51. 

Weslati, Hager. "The Arab Minotaur: Montage of a People Deferred (Parts 1-3)." The LGS Thought Piece. The London Graduate School, (2011). Web. <http://www.thelondongraduateschool.co.uk/thoughtpiece/the-arab-minotaur-montage-of-a-people-deferred/>. 

Zizek, Slavoj. "Why Fear the Arab Revolutionary Spirit?" Editorial. Comment Is Free. The Guardian, 1 Feb. 2011. Web. <http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/feb/01/egypt-tunisia-revolt>. 

Further reading:

Badiou, Alain. "The Event: History and Ultra-one." Trans. Oliver Feltham. Being and Event. London: Continuum, 2007. pp. 201-264. 

Laclau, Ernesto. "An Ethics of Militant Engagement." Ed. Peter Hallward. Think Again: Alain Badiou and the Future of Philosophy. London: Continuum, 2004. pp. 120-37. 

Lesson 8: African specific interpretations

A selection of articles from Africa Confidential (http://www.africa-confidential.com/news) and The Africa Report print magazine, online at: http://www.theafricareport.com/.     
Lesson 9: Review - reading the event: discussion on how to interpret the Arab Spring vis-à-vis the UK riots and other events. 
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